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had been confined to his house for a lengthy
period, described variously as lasting two and
four months. He was, it seems, Buffering from
pyorrhoea ; and the dysentery which often
follows in its train gradually outwore his
strength. He was only in his fifty-second
year when he died ; but most probably tho
anxieties of the times, and tho privations of
the siege hastened his end. Sick and weary
as he was, he can have had small desire to
chronicle those last dismal months, in which
the English squadron in defiance of the
monsoon maintained its sleepless watch bof ore
Pondichery while Coote drew closer and closer
his encircling lines. On October 6 a party
from the squadron, commanded by Captain
"William Newson and Lieutenant Isaac Ourry,
cut out the Hermione and the Baldne from
under the guns of the fortress, with the loss of
five killed and sixteen woun ded. l Next month
the Compagnie des Indes, which had slipped
away to Tranquebar in tho hope of fetching
up a store of provisions, was captured in the
Tranquebar roads.* Early- in December Oooto
opened his batteries. On the first day of the
New Year a cyclone burst upon besiegers and
besieged alike. Many persons were killed ;

1 Military Consultations, October 11 and 18, 17GO.
* Letters from Coote and Haldane of November 7 and 10, a,p.
Military Consultations^ November 9 and 13, 1760.